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The signs of Christmas 
 
How many of would like to do something over in our life. I’m sure when we did it, it was to the best 
of our ability, but we just want to do it better. Our celebration of Christmas gives us this opportunity 
to gaze upon baby Jesus and reflect on being better Christians. “And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” Lk. 2 v 12 
 
As we once again celebrate the birth of our Saviour amidst all the usual joy and festivity that 
Christmas will evoke for most, we will do well to reflect on these words spoken by the angel of the 
Lord that appeared to the shepherds out in the fields as they tended their sheep – “this will be a sign 
for you”. The birth in Bethlehem’s stable to which the angel directed them was intended to be a sign 
pointing beyond the occurrence. The Incarnation of Jesus as the long-expected Messiah and Saviour 
of the world was the sign of Emmanuel and the joyful reality of “God with us”, i.e. not only for a 
brief momentary encounter, but as the Lord who during his later ministry would promise to be with 
his people always. Christmas therefore points also to God’s total commitment to the world and 
humanity as a whole, and assures us of his continuing presence as his divine plan and the history of 
the world unfolds. 
 
Several of our Advent readings referred to signs as well. They mention signs of turmoil and strife, 
of upheaval and uncertainty, of persecution and injustice. Signs that often seem uncomfortably real 
and all too close to our experiences in today’s world. The call though is for us to look beyond this 
and to where and what Christmas and the birth of Jesus is pointing us.  
 
The good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ points and directs our attention beyond Bethlehem’s 
stable, it reminds us of how the Word who became flesh engaged himself fully in our daily human 
experiences and of how he suffered ridicule and rejection leading ultimately to his death at the 
hands of the very people he came to redeem.  
 
In whatever way we observe this sign of Christmas, whether it is in an old tradition or a more 
contemporary one, the observance and call is the same. The sign points us in the direction of 
Bethlehem to the Christ Child in a manger, but moreover it also points and directs us beyond this to 
the empty Easter tomb and the finished and completed work of the Christ “who came to save his 
people from their sins”.  
 
Therefore our hope and confidence, our privilege and liberating joy, is in knowing and in embracing 
the full story from beginning to end. This is what gives us reason along with Christian believers all 
over the world to celebrate with great joy and adoration the birth at Bethlehem of the Lord who is 
the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End.  
 
May I therefore encourage us all to look beyond just the immediate of the “festive season” and so 
allow our celebration of Christmas and the birth of our Saviour to point both ourselves and others 
towards a deeper spiritual encounter with the One born to be Saviour and Redeemer of heaven and 
earth and all humanity?  Amen. 
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